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25 February 2026

The Honourable Julie Dabrusin, PC, MP
Minister of Environment, Climate Change and Nature
minister-minister@ec.gc.ca

Mr. Wade Grant, MP
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change
wade.grant@parl.gc.ca

Re: Decommissioning of the Canadian Register of Historic Places

I am writing to you on behalf of the Canadian Association of Heritage Professionals (CAHP), a national membership-
based organization of qualified heritage professionals working in the public, private, and not-for-profit sectors. CAHP
establishes standards of practice, shares knowledge about heritage conservation, and supports the involvement of
heritage professionals in the conservation of Canada'’s historic places.

On behalf of its members, CAHP wishes to express strong dismay about the news that Parks Canada will be
decommissioning the Canadian Register of Historic Places (the Register) and the Aistoricplaces.ca website in spring
2026. This decision appears to have been undertaken without any consultation with the 13 collaborating provincial
and territorial jurisdictions, or any input from stakeholders and users including CAHP and its members.

Launched in 2004 as a collaboration between the federal government and provincial and territorial governments, the
Register has served as a core pan-Canadian tool for the conservation and stewardship of historic places across Canada,
in concert with the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada (the Standards and
Guidelines). Today the Register and the Standards and Guidelines are used for heritage planning by provincial and
territorial governments, as well as municipalities across Canada.

An online searchable database, the Register provides access to authoritative information about places that have been
formally recognized for their heritage value by federal, provincial, territorial, and municipal governments. This
information has been vital for historic place conservation planning and management, for programs that provide
oversight and financial incentives, and for public education. By enabling cross-jurisdictional database searches, it has
enabled a more comprehensive understanding of the breadth of historic places across Canada. It has also provided
Canadians with a single portal for accessing information and learning about historic places in their communities and
across the country.

222 Laurier Ave E - Suite 201 - Ottawa, ON « KIN 6P2 - 613-569-7455 « info@cahp-acecp.ca « cahp-acecp.ca



‘\ Canadian Association of Heritage Professionals
2 Association canadienne d’experts-conseils en patrimoine
]

The impacts of decommissioning the Register and A/storicplaces.cainclude:

e The loss of the country’s first and only pan-Canadian listing of historic places and authoritative information
about these places. Without the Register, this information will become siloed, fragmented, and far less
accessible to Canadians, diminishing a shared understanding of our collective heritage.

e The loss of pan-Canadian documentation standards for historic places across federal, provincial, and
territorial jurisdictions, which has greatly facilitated communications, collaboration, and the sharing of “best
practices” across governments and among practitioners.

e The dismantling of the pan-Canadian “system” for historic place conservation created in 2004, comprising a
Register that set out the heritage value and character-defining elements of historic places and the Standards
and Guidelines that established benchmarks for their conservation.

e Anapparent shift from pan-Canadian collaboration across federal, provincial, and territorial jurisdictions to
more inward-focused heritage conservation programs, with the shutdown of the Aistoricolaces.ca website
and Parks Canada’s announcement that it will shift its focus to the renewal of its Directory of Federal
Heritage Designations. This shift runs counter to the government’s current commitment to strengthening
collaborative federalism and creating pan-Canadian efficiencies with respect to information access. The
removal of the register creates uncertainty about how other national heritage initiatives will be supported
going forward.

e Loss of data for smaller communities in Canada. Many of the historic places, and their Statements of
Significance, listed on the Register are not found publicly anywhere else. Smaller Regional Districts, including
ghost towns and unincorporated places, have relied on the Register as a depository for their local sites of
historic significance. The elimination of the Register also means the loss of information about Canada’s
lesser-known sites.

Conserving historic places contributes in critical ways to tourism and local economies, the creation of new housing,
decarbonization through the reuse of existing resources, quality of life, and social cohesion. CAHP urges you to show
leadership by working with provinces and territories to find a contemporary solution to the provision of a pan-Canadian
information about historic places and a pan-Canadian system to support their conservation and stewardship.
Conserving information about Canada'’s historic places contributes to national identity at this critical time when
Canada’s sovereignty is under threat from external sources.

The National Trust, CAHP and partners from the heritage community are already taking urgent actions to respond to
the loss of the Register. We urge you to work with this network to chart a path to a renewed Canadian Register.

Sincerely,

bl et

Adam Hatch
President, Board of Directors
Canadian Association of Heritage Professionals

cc: CAHP membership
National Trust for Canada
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