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February 21, 2024 
 
Premier Ford, 
 
Re: Looming expiry date for protection of heritage properties listed under the 
Ontario Heritage Act 
 
The Ontario Association of Heritage Professionals (OAHP) in partnership with its parent 
organization, the Canadian Association of Heritage Professionals (CAHP), respectfully 
submits the following comments related to the expiry date for protection of heritage 
properties listed under the Ontario Heritage Act. Our organization represents nearly 500 
heritage professionals living and working in the province of Ontario, the majority of 
whom are actively involved in countless development projects.  
 
We are writing to express our concerns with a key amendment to the Ontario Heritage 
Act, which your government passed in 2022. Under it, any heritage property listed on a 
municipal register as of December 31, 2022 shall be removed from the register on 
January 1, 2025, unless that council has given notice of its intention to designate the 
property under the Act. Properties that lose listing status cannot be re-listed for another 
five years. 
 
According to the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism, this change affects some 
36,000 listed heritage properties in 103 municipalities across the province. Commenting 
on the changes to the Ontario Heritage Act, OAHP/CAHP noted it is not feasible to 
review all of these properties for designation within two years. Removing these 
properties from consideration of future developments will have been a waste of all the 
time and money spent reviewing and compiling these registers. With the proposed 
removal of planning responsibility from many regional and county governments, our field 
will see a further reduction in professional capacity as well as existing technical studies 
(such as archaeological management plans) that are critical to heritage management in 
this province. This uncertainty in the process is not advantageous for homebuilders, 
communities or heritage experts. In some cases, it will also result in increased costs to 
homebuilders and tax-payers.  
  
Automatically removing listed properties from the registry in fewer than eleven months 
will encourage demolition of existing and affordable housing alternatives at a time when 
we need them the most. We urge the Province to ensure that the path forward to 
addressing the housing crisis not be forged at the expense of built heritage resources, 
cultural heritage landscapes, and archaeological resources. Cultural Heritage can be an 
integral component in the creation of affordable housing and healthy, sustainable 
neighborhoods.  

http://cahp-acecp.ca/


 
OAHP supports the ACO in asking that Subsection 27(16) of the Ontario Heritage 
Act be amended in the spring session of the Legislature, to extend the deadline in 
the Act for five years, from January 1, 2025 to January 1, 2030. This early certainty 
of an additional five years for implementation would give municipalities the opportunity 
to better plan, resource and undertake this complex exercise. The 2030 timeline will 
help municipalities ensure that properties are not removed prematurely and without 
input from property owners.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Kayla Jonas Galvin, MA, RPP, MCIP, CAHP  Jean-Michel Carrière, P.Eng., ing., CAHP 
President      President 
Ontario Association of Heritage Professionals  Canadian Association of Heritage Professionals 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 


